TheWonder of Wor ship

orship isthe most important activity in our
lives. Not all worship will be donein churches
during wor ship services. Most of our worship will
take placein the seemingly ordinary momentsof life.
Most people of faith make afaulty distinction
between sacred and secular. Nothing is more
important to life that the decisions we make and the
actionswhich follow outside the arena of Church. It
isinthe arenaof life eventsthat what istruly in our
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the Apostle Paul’s exhortation in Romans 12:1,
where he states that we are to present our bodies
(thetotality of our lives) to God asaliving and holy
sacrifice, whichisour “ spiritual service of worship.”

Within the context of worship services, however,
style often becomes an issue. We must be thoughtful
enough to recognize that all kinds of music and
approaches to worship can speak to people. Thereis
no right music or wrong music (although for me,
“heavy metal” music drivesout every spiritua
thought from my universe). Inmy early 20’s|
preached in the Cayman Islands over the period of a
month. In some of those services, the musical
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instruments were an electric guitar, an old organ,
and clanging pot lids (talk about an ethereal effect).
They offered to God the best they had and because
their hearts were seeking, God walked in their midst.

Over theyears, | have observed several important
things about worship approaches:

 Through our lives, aparticular musical styleand

content isimprinted in our soul so that God is
experienced most deeply through those forms.
The overwhelming majority of people over 50
will never discover God'snearnessasintensely
through contemporary as they do through the
more classical approach of hymns, choirs, and
anthems.

» Contemporary music is better able to reach the
younger, more unchurched peoplein our culture.
Contemporary approaches are geared to cultural
tastes (multimedia pageantry combining music,
dramatic elements, and video) and are driven by
the pragmatic concern of what works to reach
people.

» Contemporary approaches tend to focus on
what God meansto us. It emphasizes the
nearness of God who can be experienced in
energizing waysthrough celebration.

« Traditional approaches tend to focus on what we
mean to God. It emphasizes the transcendence of
God (heis above us, guiding us and shaping our
lives). Traditional approaches embody the need
for stillness, reflection, beauty, commitment, and
belonging on a person level (as opposed to an
emotional experience).



» Those who find God through contemporary see
thetraditional asdull, lifeless, and uninspiring.
Those who find God through traditional seethe
contemporary as shallow, emotional, and
drowning out the sense of reverence which
marks authentic worship.

In all truthfulness, we need in worship what each
approach represents. We need celebration and
reflection. We need to speak to
peoplein culture and we need to
givethem an alternative culture
of faith. We need to be creative
in the way we communicate and
we need to preservethe classic
hymnsof faith which have
endured the passage of time. We
need to experience God in ecstasy (emotion), but we
also need to know God through stillness and
listening (intellect). Each approach hasitsown
potential strengths and weaknesses. We must,
however, never forget what worship is—the opening
of thankful heartsto God that we might listen and
respond to hiswords to us.

My fundamental concern about the present
contemporary approach to worship (in styleand
preaching) isrooted in asignificant changewhich
has occurred in the last 30 years. Few describeit as
well as Sally Morganthaler. Shewrites, “What is
wor ship? Post-shift, it is no longer necessarily
about engaging people with the divine. Protestant
worship in the new millenniumisincreasingly about
communicating life principles; disseminating
information people need in order to gain more
control over their lives and insure individual

We must be thoughtful enough
to recognize that all kinds of
music and approaches to
worship can speak to people.

happiness. (Never mind that control isanillusion
and happinessistransitory).”* For some of us,
thereisahaunting fear regarding the success of the
contemporary approach. Wefear that it ultimately
offersareligion in service to the success of man
rather than afaith which transforms maninto a
servant of God. It offers people knowledge to
become more successful people and asense that they
are favored by God without people
having to stand in the presence of
God in ways that cause them to hear
hisdemands.

At Vineville, we areableto do
traditional with excellence. Although
we appreciate much that isin
contemporary music, thetraditional is
better able to remind us of the message that

“worship is about what we offer to God, not about
how he makes usfeel”. Traditional isnot only our
heritage, it defines how the overwhel ming majority
of our members discover the gifts of God aswe
worship. The question remains, what role does God
want usto play in this changing religious landscape?
| have a deep conviction that God'sroleisfor usto
be who we are: afaith community who discovers
God in celebration and stillness; friendssinging rich
texts accompanied by the large and grand sound of
brass, organ, and piano; and, believerswho know
that ministry isthe evidence that our faith and
worship istrue. We don’t need more information, we
need to find ourselves in a space and place that
allows God to touch our souls.

*Theology News & Notes 2005 - Vol. 52, No. 1

THE VINEVILLE PAGE

is a publication of

A

WIS

4

\
i

2591 Vineville Avenue
Macon Georgia 31204

478-743-9366

Www.vbcmacon.org



